
CHAPTER 7 - MUNICIPAL POLICIES

Policy No. 7. 07 - Sister City Designation Policy
v. 1 ( adopted via Resolution No. 2022- 20, 04/ 28/ 2022) 
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CITY OF CERRITOS

SISTER CITY DESIGNATION POLICY

Current Version Adoption Date: 04/ 28/ 2022 ( v. 1, Resolution No. 2022- 20) 

Prior Version Adoption Date: 09/ 21/ 2000 ( Minute motion, Item 11D) 

Original Policy Adoption Date: 09/ 21/ 2000 ( Minute motion, Item 11D) 

7. 07. 010 PURPOSE

This Policy establishes the requirements and procedures for Cerritos -based community
organizations to propose the formation of a Sister City relationship between a prospective
city and the City of Cerritos. Sister City programs are generally created between two cities
to create friendships, cultural exchanges and may be expanded to include business and
professional collaborations. Sister City programs are not supported by City staff and/ or
financial resources unless specifically authorized by a majority vote of the City Council. 

7. 07. 020 POLICY DIRECTIVE

Cerritos - based community organizations may seek City Council approval to establish a
Sister City relationship with a prospective city by submitting an application to the City
Council by way of the City Manager in accordance with this Policy. All applications will be

reviewed by the City Council and approved on a case - by -case basis. 

7. 07. 030 SISTER CITY FORFMATION

A. Cerritos - based Community Organizations: Cerritos - based community organization
may seek City of Cerritos approval for the establishment of a Sister City relationship
between a prospective city and the City of Cerritos subject to the following: 

1. A letter of request will be submitted to the City Council by way of the City
Manager providing justification and/ or reasoning for the proposed Sister City
relationship. The letter will also be required to outline the goals and
objectives of the proposed Sister City relationship such as: 

a. Developing community partnerships between cities, counties, states of
the United States and similar jurisdictions in other nations; 

b. Creating opportunities for city officials and citizens to experience and
explore other cultures through long- term community partnerships; 

C. Creating an atmosphere to facilitate economic development
opportunities; 

d. Stimulating environments through which communities will creatively
learn, work and solve problems together by sharing cultural, 
educational, municipal, business, professional, and technical
experiences; and

e. Collaborating with local government organizations throughout the
United States that share similar interests. 

2. A reciprocal Letter of Intent ( LOI) from the prospective city should accompany
the Sister City application for the purpose of providing information about the
organization and reasoning for the proposed relationship. 
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3. The Cerritos -based community organization will be required to file as a non- 
profit organization and obtain a tax exempt 501( c)( 3) status within 120 days. 

The charter of the non- profit organization should be specific to the Sister City
relationship and should detail its goals and objectives. 

4. A membership list of all officers and members of the Cerritos -based
community organization shall be submitted to the City. The membership
must be open to all Cerritos community members and consist of a majority of
Cerritos residents totaling not less than fifty one percent pursuant to this
Policy. 

B. Other Organizations: In the event that a community group is not a formally
established association or organization, the City Council may choose to accept a LOI
from the sponsoring organization or individual representative stipulating that it can
fulfill the above referenced requirements within 120 days of the date of the LOI. All

requests to establish a Sister City relationship with the City of Cerritos will be subject
to City Council consideration and approval on a case -by -case basis. 

7. 07. 040 APPROVAL OF POLICY

This Policy was originally approved by the City Council on August 21, 2000. This Policy was

subsequently updated by City Council Resolution No. 2022- 20 on April 28, 2022 and
became effective immediately thereon. 

Signed: 

Chuong Vo, Mayor

Signed: 

Date: 

Date: 

ze2L

77 —) — 
Art Galluccl, ity Manager

Attachments: 1. City Council Agenda Report August 21, 2000
2. City Council Meeting Minute Excerpts August 21, 2000
3. Sister City Application Procedure
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j"  CIS/ IC CENTER I $ l25 S1.00MFiE1:D AVICiUE , 

P.O: ZOX 31"30 • CERRITOS. CALiFOA i1A 90703 3 i 30
PHONE: ( 562) 860-03]. 1;-. PAX- -( 562) 98-1373

EM,C gANDUM. 

TO: Honorable "Mayor and Mem - s "of: -the City Council

FROM:— Art Gallucci; City = slagAvm

INITIATED BY: Kathleen Jung Matsumoto, Assistant to the City Manager

DATE: August 21, 20bO

SUBJECT: CONSIDERATION Of A POLICY FOR SISTER- CITIES: 
A END ENT9 TO -RECOMMENDED APPLICATION
PROCEDURE

Attached please find an.amended version of -the Recommended Application
eiW CtycProcedurethat staff would like to submit foreb ouncil meeting, 

Basically, 

the procedure remains the same with added language:t©-strengthen and
clarify the application process. Item #2 was added -to insure that the newlproposed-

Sister= City was also supportiveof We request: This

amendment will be -available to the.:public at the meeting and was also-,- posted
on the web site. Should you have any-questions;1 please: do=not hesitate- to
call me or=Kathy. ROBERT

HUQHLETT. F-d-D. PAUL W. BOWLEN MAYOR

MAYOR PRO TEM BRUCB

W. BARROWS GRACE HU COMCILMEMBER

COUMCILMEMBER GLORIA

A. KAPPE COUNCILMEMBER

o
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1



Attachment 2

RECOMMENDED CMANGES ARE INDICATED IN BOLD ITALICS) 

RECOMMENDED APPLICATION PROCEDURE FOR

SISTER CITY RECOGNITION WITH THE CITY OF CERRITOS

A Cerritos based community organization may apply to the City of Cerritos to establish a
Sister City relationship if the following conditions are met: 

1. A letter of request is submitted to the City Council which defines its
relationship to the proposed Sister City and outlines its goals and objectives in
this relationship. The goals and objectives should include the foflowing. 

o To develop community partnerships between U.S. cities, counties, states
and srmifariurisdictions in other nations; 

To create opportunities for city officials and citizens to experience and
explore other cultures through longterm community partnerships; 

To create an atmosphere in which economic andcommunity
development w}U be implemented and strengthened; 

To stimulate environments through which communities gill creatively
learnt, work and solve problems together through reciprocal cultural, 
edducatiottall, mi trnicipal; bust"ness, Marv% ssiorrat, anti technical exrhanges
and project• and

To collaborate with o#gaoizations in the United States -and other cities
that have similar goals. 

NEW Z A reciprocal Letter of Intent from the proposed Sister Chy should
accompany the application outlining their organization and proposed
goals and objectives

3. Evidence that the leeal"spenser4ng eFgaR4ati9t; is an established neR ffefit
rrr. ofeR and has obtained tax. exempt 01 ( e)( 3) status

The local sponsoring organization will file within 120 days as a non-profit
organization and obtain a tax exempt 501(cX5) status. The Charter of the

Eton -profit organization should be specilic to the Sister City Coals and
Objectives. The organization should be organized and based within the
City of Cerritos

4. A membership list of all officers and members of the fecal- eemmunity
Cerritos based community organization aFe shall be submitted to the City. 
The membership must c-ensist of a ..Fedemi ; pnee of r.,,.. keS Fesid, nts. be

open to all community members and consist of a majority ( 51 %) of
Cerritos residents in compliance with established polel . 





TO: 

FROM: 

INITIATED BY: 

DATE: 

SUBJECT: 

MY OF EPPPPOS
CIVIC CENTER • 18125 BLOOMFIELO AVENUE

P.O. BOX 3130 • CERRITOS, CALIFORNIA 90703- 3130

PHONE: ( 562) 860.031 1 • FAX: ( 562) 916- 1373

AGENDA REPORT

Honorable Mayor arad M bers of the City Council

Art Gallucci, City na

ily- 
Kathleen Jung Matsumoto, Assistant to the City Manager

August 21, 2000

CONSIDERATION OF A POLICY FOR SISTER CITIES

BACKGROUND AND FINDINGS

The City of Cerritos currently has an active Sister City relationship with the City of
Loreto, Mexico, which was formally established on June 8, 1999. Since that time, 

there has been a continued interest from both the City Council and members of
our community to possibly expand our Sister City program to include additional
cities. At this point in time, the City Council has not implemented a policy related
to Sister Cities and has directed staff to provide relevant information to do so. 

ANALYSIS

Sister City programs originated in 1956 through an initiative of President Dwight
D. Eisenhower. It was his intent to involve people and organize groups at all
levels of our society in personal citizen diplomacy with the hope that people -to - 
people relationships, fostered through sister city, county and state affiliations, 
would lessen the chance of future world conflicts. 

Through volunteer efforts, the goals of a Sister City program are generally the
following: 

To develop community partnerships between U. S. cities, counties, states
and similar jurisdictions in other nations; 

To create opportunities for city officials and citizens to experience and
explore other cultures through long-term community partnerships; 

ROBERT HUGHLETI; Ed. D. PAUL W. BOWLEN BRUCE W. BARROWS GRACE HU GLORIA A. KAPPE

MAYOR MAYOR PRO TEM COUNCILMEMBER COUNCILMEMBER COUNCILi iEMBER
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To create an atmosphere in which economic and community development
will be implemented and strengthened; 

To stimulate environments through which communities will creatively
learn, work and solve problems together through reciprocal cultural, 
educational, municipal, business, professional, and technical exchanges
and projects; and

To collaborate with organizations in the United States and other cities that

have similar goals. 

To assist communities, there are organizations which provide information that
promote sister city cultural exchange and activities. The City of Cerritos is a
member of Sister Cities International that also has a California Chapter as well, and
the United States/ Mexico Sister City Association. These organizations can provide
assistance in developing new programs and adopting sister cities. Sister Cities

International leads the national movement for.global community partnerships and
volunteer action and supports programs that focus on the following issues. 

Arts, Education & Cultural Exchange; 

Economic & Business Development; 

Youth Leadership; 
Environment, 

Health; 
Independent Press; 

Municipal Training & Community Problem -Solving; and
Technology

In the past, we have had an.official Sister City Affiliations with Itapatinga, Brazil, 
established in 196,6, and a second Sister City was being encouraged with Pan - 
Chao Taiwan in 1986. Records- indicate that there were several activ'ities between
the cities of Cerritos and Itapatinga, however, it appears that the affiliation with
Pan -Chao, Taiwan was never finalized. 

Since the air -crash of 1986, community members known as the Friends of Loreto, 
have performed -good -will missions for the residents of Loreto. This has included

donating' a refurbished fire truck to the Loreto Fire Department and medical
supplies for the community. Through the commitment and strong volunteerism of
the Friends of Loreto, this has been a successful Sister City relationship, which led
to official recognition by the City Council in 1999. 
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At the' City Council meeting-(Study° Sessibn) of january 6, z2000,- a representative
for the'Philippine Society -of Sot theasttos Angeles=(PHILSELAY expre"sse& their
intere5t- in-a=-Sister_City- relatiorishipbetween` the' City' ofCerr tos and the' City of
San Carlos, Philippines. The-spgi soling group woufd be the San Carlos -- 
Association -which has over 200` active mernber"s .` 

San Carlos is one of the fastest developing -cities -in the country `and can òffer much
to the City of Cerritos in terms of cultural and educational exchange. It is a fast

growing, manufacturing center and agricultural community which exports -much of
their products through a nearby port. The community is business oriented and is
home tb az - Vniversity and medical` s hool Th'e leaders"of San Carlos Wayor`and
Congressmen have` v̀isited' Cer'ritos° and are`anxious to`form a Sister City

t

relationship with the -City of Cerritos. 

Additionally, staff has received inquiries from the Rotary Club of Cerritos, for their
exchange City in Japan; and e=mails-fibril Anging' City-of Ànhui`Provirice of"China, 
to give"consideration to their' city. 

Since the adoption of Loreto as a Sister City, and it response to'the inquiries from
the community, the City Council has expressed an interest in developing certain
policies as it -relates to Sister City programs. Staff contacted cities i+ thegereral

area regarding their Sister City programs and found that these programs vary in
each community. HoWever it-doesappear that in tbbst'situatidns-city# un°ding and
involvement is hiinin ali, With ''a Sister- City association or=group assuming=the lead
role in volunteer efforts and fundraising activities. In some instances,'' citid§, 

provide a minimal amount of staff support and assist with mailing, copying and
faxing of information to the members and/ or their Sister City. A copy of the survey
is attached for your information as Attachment 1. 

The City Council has expressed particular interest in the selection criteria for a
Sister City and the travel aspect of a program. A brief summary of staffs findings is
as follows: 

SELECTION CRITERIA

Most Sister City relationships were formed through volunteer efforts and remain
independent from the City. In the selection of a Sister City, most cities could not
specifically recall the selection procedure as many relationships have existed for
quite some time. It appears that most relationships were borne from a request by
a community member or group who had " some tie" to the foreign Sister City or a
desire to help a community, such as with our Sister City, Loreto. 
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A community group which can outline its goals and objectives for a Sister City and
prove strong volunteer support could be considered by the City Council for official
recognition. If the City Council were to -entertain the thought of developing
additional Sister City relationships, an application procedure should be
implemented that would simplify and equitably -allow community members to
submittheir request. Staff has outlined several criteria which would help establish
theadministrative process in Attachment2of this report. TRAVEL

The

survey indicates that in almost all situations any travel costs to the foreign Sister
City by Councilmembersare borne by the individual Councilmember. On occasions

where the foreign Sister City may travel here for a visit, the City Council may
host a luncheon or dinner and provide,a token gift or souvenir to the guests. In

conclusion, it appears that Sister City programs receive very little Financialor staff
assistance From the city. The success -of these programs is through the dedication
and commitmentofthe volunteers who want to encourage cultural and educational
exchange with other countries. RECOMMENDATION

it

is recommended that the City Council review subject information and direct staff as
appropriateasit relates to selection criteria and the travel policy for Sister City programs. 



SURVEY OF SISTER -CITY PROGRAMS iAttachment 1

CITY SISTER CITY TRAVEL POLICY ACTIVITIES/; STAFF OTHER COMMENTS

CITY, FUNDING FUNCTIONS OF CITY TIME SUPPORT

Artesia Praia du None If Council travels, May host reception Minimal None

Vitoria, members pay own way. to entertain visiting

Azors dignitaries. 

Bellflower Los Mochis, None if City Council travels to May host reception Minimal. ' None Sister City Committee
Ivtoxco Sister City, it is at own to entertain visiting handles all fundraising

expense. dignitaries. and. activities. Has

received assistance from

Supervisor Knabe' s

office -- 

Brea Hanno; Approx. If City Council travels Sister City Assoc. Approx. 2 days - Mailing, faxing, Sister City Association is

Japan - 3,000/ yr. members pay own handles activities. per month of copying, independent from City. 
Lagos De way. Mayor may provide one FT staff typing corres. 

Moreno, gift to visiting Mayor. person. 

Mexico

Downey C4uadalajara, Approx. No specified amount- May host reception Approx. 2 days Mailing, faxing, Sister City Association
Mexico- 3, 500/ yr. varies- Mayor may for visiting dignitaries- per month of one copying, official handles all fundraising

San Quintin, attend Guadalupe event provide gifts to visitors. FT staff- person.. corres. and activities with -Sister

Mexico - with Miss Downey and City. 
Aleujela, her escort - 

Costa Rica

Hermosa Loreto, None None- if City Council None None- None Sister City Association is
Beach Mexico travels, it is at own independent from City. 

expense. 

Huntington Anjo, japan 10,000/ yr If Council travels, it is Host reception for Approx_ 2 days Typing corres., Sister City Assoc. Board
Beach Waitakere at own expense. visiting dignitaries— per month of >- Minutes, members are elected

City, provide gifts to one FT staff copying, etc. from community. 

Ye, Yand dignitaries. member. 

La -Mirada . Isehara, 1, 500/yr: If Council travels, Most reception or Minimal Copying, Sister City Association is

Japan members pay own way. entertain visiting mailing, faxing independent from city - 
dignitaries- gifts for raises own funds. 

visitors (nominal). 



CITY
SISTER CITY TRAVEL POLICY ACTIVITIES] STAFF OTHER COMMENTS

CITY FUNDING FUNCTIONS OF CITY TIME SUPPORT

Norwalk Hermosillo, 6, 0001yr. One Councilmember Host reception or Approx. 2 days Copying, City Council
Sonora, and Norwalk entertain visiting per month. Staff mailing, appoints 1 member

Fresnillo, International dignitaries- gifts for support for faxing, official each to Norwalk

Zacatecas Friendship visitors. Commission. corres., prof. International

Commission may exchanges of city Friendship
attend the National staff members Commission. 

Sister Cities Conf. 

Orange Novo Kosino, None If Council travels, it Host reception to Minimal None Sister City Assoc. 
Moscow, is at own expense. entertain visiting is independent from

Russia; dignitaries — gifts for City and handles
Orange, visitors. all ifs own
Australia; fundraising and
Orange, activities. 

France; 

Queretaro, 
Mexico; 

Timaru, 

New Zealand

Paramount Tepic, 750/ yr. None Minimal Minimal Minimal Independent

Mexico for misc. organization. 

expenses

Rosemead Zapopan, Minimal On occasion City will Host reception or Minimal Mailing, Sister City
Mexico - not over fund visit to Mexico dinner for visiting sister informal) faxing, copying Association raises

Kee Lung, 2, 000) sister city. City city - nominal gift to own funds for travel, 

Taiwan funded travel only for sister city. etc

staff to visit Taiwan

sister city to study

Asian gang problems

Taiwan sister city
paid for food and
lodging). 

Santa Fe Navajoa, 15,000 Annual Sister City Student Exchange Approx. 8 hrs. per Mailing, Sister City
Springs Mexico - per year conference for Program, art contest, month of staff copying, Association members

Tirschenreuth including Council, Liaison, staff entertain visiting time faxing pay own travel

Germany staff time liaison and 5 dignitaries. Has secretary and expenses - 25

and misc. boardmembers provided fire fighting staff person appointed members. 

expenses) appted. by Council)_ exchange program with combined total). 

May travel to Sister Navajoa, Mexico. 

City occasionally. 



Attachment 2

RECOMMENDED APPLICATION PROCEDURE FOR

SISTER CITY RECOGNITION WITH THE CITY OF CERRITOS

A community organization may apply to the City of Cerritos to establish a Sister
City relationship if the -following -conditions are: met. 

1. A' letter of request is submitted to the CityCouncil which defines its relationship
to the proposed Sister City and outlines its goals and objectives
in this relationship; y

2. 

Evidence that the local sponsoring organization is an established non- profitorganization
and,has obtained: tax.exempt 501.(,.c)(a). status; 3. 

A membership list of alf officers and members of the local community organization
are:submitted, to the City.. The membership must consist of y .: a

predominancesof Cerritos residents. In, 

the event that,a community. group is not a€ormally. established. association or organization, 
then, tt e Ciiy Council may accept a-.Letter, of Intent from the sponsoring
individuals) which stipulates that it can fulfill the obligations set forth above
withinI days. The

City Council will review and approve each application for -Sister City recognition. 



August 21, 2000

Cerritos City Council Meeting
Additional Information Provided by
Councilman Barrows

Sister Cities International At&siou Statement

Sister Cities Internatiottat ( SCI) is anon profit citizen diplomacy network creating and
strengthening partnerships' between U.S. and international communities in an effort to increase
global cooperation at the municipal level, to promote cultural understanding and to stimulate
economic development. SCI leads the movement for local community development and volunteer
action, by motivating and empowering private. citizens, municipal of 6ials and business leaders to
conduct long-term programs of mutual beneft

Sister city, county and state affiliations between the United States and other nations began shortly
after World War B, and developed into anational initiative when President Dwight: D. 
Eisenhower proposed the peoplse-to -people programat a White House conference in 1956. Originally
apart of the National Leagueof Cities, SCI becamea separate, nonprofit corporation in
1967 due to fhe tremendous growth and popularityof the U.S. program. President

Eisenhowees intention was to involve individuals and organized groups at all levels of society
in citizen diplomacy, with the hope that personal relationships, fostmred through sister city, 
county and state affiliations, would lessen the chance of futureworld conflicts. A

Citizen Diplomacy Network The

sister cities concept was launched by President Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1956 and is now in its
fourth decade of contributingtopeople -to -people diplowacy, deeper cross-cultural understanding, 
and worldwide cooperation toward sustainable economic and community development. 
The program is deeply rooted in the ideal that we are all members of single community
that is global in scope, that no nation alone can hope to solve our most pressing problems. 
Sister Cities International (SCI), looted in Washington, D.C., is the national headquarters
forsister city programsinthe United States, with an enormous networkofmembercities (
and states) in ail fifty states. SCI, which works closely with theU.S. Conference of Mayors, 
the U.S. Government; and the private sector, is also one`o£the largest volunteer organizations
in the world. Major

trends in the world today have put Sister Cities international inan ever greater leadership role
in global affairs. Advances in telecommunication technologies and extensionof travel services

have greatly facilitated both "electronic" and face to face exchanges. Also, in a global economy, 
there are new opportunities for creative business partnerships --and a great need for high -
quality internationalor cross- cultural training for our citizens and local leaders, Programs like
SCI facilitate and guide our exposure to the ideas and valuesof other cultures, leading to deeper
understanding and a better quality of life for all. Finally, decentralization, which is taking place
in many countries, extension of democracyto new regions, and rapid urbanization —by the year
2000, half of the world's population will be living in cities for the first time in history -have made

the phrase "local solutions to global problems" a practical necessity. Increasingly, national leaders
are looking to find solutions to glottal problemsat the local level, white local authorities and
citizen groups (NGOs), in cooperation with their national leaders and the private sector, are forming
direct contacts--mearungfui long-term partnerships —with communities worldwide. l



SCrs unique nadonwidelworidwidenetwork involves the governmental, private, and private
voluntary (N(30s, PVOs) sectors at the local and international level in creative partnerships that
result in awide variety of sister city exchanges and projects. As feelings ofmutual trust develop
over the years, city relationships that often start offwith cultural and educational exchanges
expand into other areas of interest. In facto' we are now seeing professional exchanges involving
People of all types:— imm municipal officials and medical specialists to teacher frai= s and social

workers. Many cities, in partnership with their sister city, are also organizing joint business
ventures and technical projects, from building. schools -rand baseball parks, to historical
preservation, sustainable agriculture; and micro' loans for ia6ome generation. SCI has also been
the vehicle for major conferences and`symposiuras on a variety of subsandve issues facing the
world community, including trade symposiums, training concerning the concept and practice of
voluateerism,'>aiid=forums for discussi & , e environmmtai sustai ility of tourism forresort
communities. Few organizations can offer- the 'diversity of exchange and projects that sister city
programs do —everything from art exfiiibiis and business internships to humanitarian relied
reforestation prgiects, and wheelchair athletics. 

Coals of Sister Cities International

Develop -municipal partnerships between U.S. cities, counties, states and similar
jurisdictions in -other nations
Provide opportunities for city officials and citizens to experience and explore other
cultures through long -teen community partnerships
Create an atmosphere in which eeonomie and community development cant be
implemented and strengthened

Stimulate eaviroments through which communities will creatively learn, work and solve
problems together through reciprocal cultural, educational, municipal, business, 
professional. and technical exchanges and projects
Collaborate with organizations in the United States and other countries which share

siruilar goals

What is a Sister City, County or StateRelationship? 

A sister city, county or state relationship is a broadbased, officially approved ldmgterrrt
partnership between two communities, -counties or states -in two countries. A sister city; county or
state relationship becomes official with a signing ceremony of the tog-elected.officials, ofthe two
local jurisdictions, following approval by the local city councils (county comm;sans or state
legislatures), as appropriate. Sister city partnerships have the potential to carry out the widest
possible diversity ofactivities ofany internationalprogram, including every typeof municipal, business, 
professional, educational and cultural exchangeor project Sister city programsare also unique
in that they inherently involve the tree main sectors in a community: local government, businesses, 
and a -vide variety of citizenvolunteers (and civil society or non-profit organizations). What

its the Difference Betweena Sister City and a Friendship City? Arc -

tend the world various terms are sometimes used to describealong- termpartnership between: two communities: 
sister cities (United States, Mexico, etc.), twin cities ( Russia, United Odom), partner

cities (Cmmany-partnerstadt), friendship cities (as with relations between Japanese and
Chinese cities), or jumeloge ( France) are common terms. Although "sister cities" is the commonly
used term in the United Stales, some US cities have formed " friendship city" 
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sd. there Ys Rio rlii' erence n,tiese.textnss. For exaitxple, a

ship, night.be;more active, :than :a'' sister£ciV, relationsiup ifthere s,a. 
t is that nfirieadsiup city=" the US •tends Foxe% r_to -a partnership tea#: is
CiAencourages: 7S, com,,,,, n; tiesto use_the term'' sister:city,". the mast
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hat Do Sister Cities Do! What Names a Successful Sister City

main sectors thafmake for amb  

govemment: business andpfivate
organizations and individual citiz

other internationalprogram invo
Basically, anytfiw , that goes&- il

than any

subject of a sister' city piiitect; includuig every' type ofniuiiicipal, laciness, professtona3, 
environmental, ediicatioiial andcutturai exchange `= . " ' ,. 

In the US, there'Is a great deal ofdivbmity xu love sister city p̀rograiiisare structured Generally
speaking, however, broad -based sister-* maiie ùp ofawide=variety"of &Aiihs from
the community make up the backbone ofmost sister city programs in the US, with city hail and
local bissuissees'iIi mDre ofa Stlppaitipie The=primary, historical andcultual reason for this is
the unigii6tradition hivie United States of vvi+unteer' sin and the co 6mon`si4picion oil the part of
many SAinencasts ` tlirougltoiit LT5 lusiiiry} towards what is perceived as"' bi:' government A { It is
often politically difficultffor ninny local governments iii t3ie CiS to approve' Ine budgets for

w
a, t4

international affaus) iii nanycountries { aitiia igh ui all countries t here is a rot ofdiversity its
strucfurefrom arty to°airy}, such as Russia; Japan, Ciitia, an the ited ifirigdoq Prograiza$;iilce
sister cities are managed more directly by city trait, by some type of international relations " 
department With the " city -ball driven" model, there are also direct ways for individual citizens
and businesses) to participate, such thi6ugh-ait`"Inte nativiial-F'rienosh p - dmknittee -'- 

Key M ea is of Uccess far surest Sister sty I i9- grate, iQ,het l-t- fit. Is
of the IVitir ' tCiitiz u Vainm t er=  d" `or •, i - Hall>Driven" Model: . 

Solid support and invalveinent frame city ha1i the:mayor as;liouoary:cliair; a staffpeison
designsted at city hall tosupgort thesister, cityprograna,: d rectinvoivemeut ofvarious
city iiepar#inents_m minicipal, economic devel4puieni, chucal: public safely vr--other
exdhaa es, vinous direct and:in direct m•-rand . su • " . g i ) Fport for sister city activities,,such as
assistance with admtiiistrative- custsrand V

receptions - 

a

Solid support and invalyement-in the sister city -program from the businem sector, -with an opportunity
for both corporations and, small businesses, as weir as:indhiduai busutess - people, 
to contribute their time and/or financial or in kindsupport; the local Chamber of Commerce
and other key,organizativns should=be:actxvely _involved iuthe sister, city program. 
M



The best long-term indicator of success for a sister city program ( since elected officials
come and -go) is a broadbased Sister City. Committee, made up ofmany individual
citizens who are enthusiastic supporters of the sister cityprograi m.•Every effort 'should be
made to recruit people from various professions, s } oath delegate, peoplefrorn different
of nic; and -religious groups; both: women aid then, aind people with disal} ilities. Cztizen
volunteers in the US and abroad contribute art enormous " costshare" to the local program
through thor tiite and v̀arious outofpocket-expenses, incluC49 annuai`indiividaal and
family membership fees, travel expenses abroad and homestayand other hosting
expenses at home_ 

To -rnA dmtee limited resources and the potential outreach and impact ofthe sister city
program in the eom unity, every effort should be made to form additional alliances
wi in.the overall sister cityprogram, such as sister scbools or twinned Rotary -and L oWs
clubs; I€has been estimated thatPortland, Oregoa and Sapporo, Japan have over l#lD of
these types of twinning airrangements betvreen. their two cities. 

It is essential to have.excellent communication links, including reliable phone, fax and
Internet comntumeations, with book up fax and phone ngmbers when neeessary Fax
machines should be kept on at night Cvui unncatton from, a sister city_should-be _ 
responded to right away to maintain good relations: Even if a,decision concerning a
proposal bas notbeen readied, a quick reply saying, for example, " thank you for your fax

we will respond to you after. our meeting next monfh,. shouldbe sent, promptly
acknowledging receipt ofail important pr iposai or letter; 

Sister City projects should be reciprocal andlointlyplanned, executed and evaluated_ 
Also, there needs to he time,. -a few minutes at the,end of each day, for exammle, built into
actual exchanges for.cross- culturally sensitive feedback to avoid serious " culture bumps." 
Formal time facro xss- cnitnfal discussion, to learn about lucre roznplex layers .oiculture, zy

such

as. tine, changiug role of womenin svciet}!, child rearing metboads or -how -decisions are
actuAlymade in. local governmentor businesses, should be built into all .ex_ changesand
Prop". To

maintain excellent, twat -way =nmunication anti to keep the program: active, it is important
that cities. meet at least every other year to develop aMemorandumof Understanding
about what they. plan for their pgoersbnp,: including fc*4 discussxous aboutareas
of interest, -realities ofbudgets and oilier iizrpvrt8nt details in carrying cart pro-orprojec#
s. aThere

are a. variety of low-cost exchanges that should oecitr-every year, even; if it is not possible to
have aphysidd exchange ofpeople: aua mual "state of the city" ietber between the
two mayors;' exchanges of -the caty annual reports and atyplans byoi cials at city
hall; exchano£ ges chdren' s' artwork, letfeFs or sister school programs tiirougiti the Internet; periodic exchanges
of interesting newspaper article'sthatshoveliow society, technology, the environment, 
etc. are dmn ing in your city; cultural festivals, movies or speeches that celebrate
the:cultdreof the sister city (foreign students or business people from the nation
of the sister city can7be guest speakers). It is essential

to agree on regular, sustainzable exchanges ofpeople that will take place every year or, 
at the very least, every other year. There are mauypossibilities for this, including teacher and
student exchanges, municipal internships for city officials in key
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I , e 0 else cari e a quire k
egree dkp annmgi ia ffl i1wb a 777,,

T

involved extensive
ion gove nent; media, volunteer and busuiess involvement on

both sides;0 an vla& vostok
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hall -1bete are obvious historical and
practical. reasonsfor this, suchascentaxies of cultural influenceof Conflicianism inLYza Asiaior.,
a,)isry.,ofgreater imnu- alcoWol.- qfloca1 government inIndonesia ortfie Nearly independent - '; --­ ­f
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inierestin this area, the two skies will need to carefully discuss with each other exnctiy
what they mean by "economic devslcipment'' , In many cases, a compromise will have to
be reached between people { oz each side) interested more in business, activities versus
educational and culiaral exchanges. It is not an either/ or situationboth educational acid
cultural exchanges and opportunities to explore econom is development sheuld be part of
a great sister cities program.. 

When Us cides.bost groups fqM abroad, the ten
m. 

has its own :unique charm an approprsateness, it

as such --rack and seukont are vely impnzta

deAcyis ofEea to be informal. Whine this
is imporfaut to xecogmze; iu 2srge slid
I guests for more formality It sliiittld be
be offered aF drunk (coffee oz tea, ,ec; 
om: ri,almQst euery eity;or village ut the
abroad iAbe.fottuaIly reeogtized

many cultures. 

More oiteri than riot, Fntzch is_the mode of oom; gnu cation in international meetings. Americans
need to he highly sensitive to the difficulties faced by nonnative speakers since
we are usually fortunate to have our language inuse. For non-native speakers: explain
key vocabularyv+ q* and concepts in,sdvance;- give easy. - to -
summariesand clear analogies andznet phors for%iig explauetfons; give time to formulate
questions; bui & iirtmne for zest6=. Wening to a fcsreigg laag;l is hard Work; provide
quality interpretation and/or translation when critical for deeper understanding; and
make every effort to team as much as possible -of the language of your- sister city -- three
new wordsa day should be considertd-a minimum to be a true global citizen. Aff

iations Procedures Guide: The Sister City Search Press Building

alasting retat onsfiup. with your sister cafrnnuniiy might possibly be one of the most rewarding
activities your community becomes uivotvedwith. -The process, however, of searchingforand.
findirsg that special community abroad wbich shares your same Interr4:ks arid -goals, is an ira sate and
often lengthy one. 'Therefore, your search mastbe ex mwly. w611- irganized W undectakm with great `
plaruring and,cosnmiiment; :it is ug tra_ycu to talma proactive role iu this processf We

often compare tine sister city search process to.the intricate dance ofmatrirnony, beginning with the
awkward days afcourtship beyond its goldasr, artnrversary_ Y ith ties enatogy, irs mind, it is crucial to
be si awtwe to the needs of ycnu pmspPCtsve commuii ' and ai all times, be aware tiro# this . selatsoitship
is -intended3+i lasta fetisite:' l er% re, cbc ose Wiseiyi Please

be aware that this abbreviated cfsecklist is meant to serve as zt guide to steer you iiuvugh the affilsafivr
s pr` sicess. Far tetailed inform$tioq cacefu3iy end fliu-pubiicat oes:'Building You'rLocaiProgram ""
Finding aSisterffty° anti °Criteriafar SelectingaSister City, Step

One Contact Sister Cities Internationaltorequesta Membership Application Packet. Upon Souzing
SCI as a dues aaying member, you will gainoaccess to our many resources and.bent$ts, as well as

ourgiobai netwaclCofs•*tw citY leaders. Step

Two — Aber stiidying thesna -ti ale in your Net Membershi Pack . Fisy organizit>g your
volunteer sister cstp'committee, led by elected officers {r a pressdentichaieperson, vice-president, truces', 
ecretesy)' and ccmgrisedof a tsmad iaage` of comnruriity memoers. rommuurt+ leadgz s} who
speak directly for ft MsyorlCity Massager; $crsirress professiaiials (i e. private esitefpr;se, pb`
ysiciarss, attorneys); Clamber of Commerce ofcials; youth and educators; retirees, and so on. Step

Three -- Form sub -committees as needed (i.e. fundraising : committee,; youth chapter, a saparateif



committee for each sister city af£iliatioaj add- co ,_, , " -, , , gathoeKSPRP9m , mum Y support. 

Step Four — Once an organized committee is established, begin working on your aCommunity

s . olit isttways
Wise, to theckwUlf the nadoWlheadquartersAe detmuiiae. Which regionsof the we currently . 1fave- the greatest
qwforYii- S :sport andwni i #erefore be_ she astentiiusias# ic about forminga snstec cagysable 5teg

Five

Whenyou , hiqll r!! explore yo ur purpose forit sister- -it
to fq sit fbr building tity reatibiMip. Is gam economiq rem- ofthis

Matienship. 

C70MMUMiy This and

otherimportant subjects are addressed in- the profdbForm.,' Step Six — SCI

m#iii* s a list . of international cit ies partpqrs., IYhenweIFPQqWC your cOmPleted community gbfie; 
SCI ivill recdtKhQmd = teased upon= iheinfoiii afiort iifyour profile— 3 cides-we think -

would make -appropriate matches. WeVfflt provide you withthe contact infbramdon, andifne6es`
sacy, Igpioachihe c6mmnhyon yduk' behgf. Step Seven -- If there

are no suitable cities currently seeldng in your chosen region, it will be your ss the Re&nal

Direotorsvill investigate

the poss1ilifA;lihk-by, contac= g odd intdiiatidnal ` 66untarpmts. Please be advised, due
to the nature of international correspondence, that this method will be a more Step Mot -.-.WhenyRu, are -

ready #qgppro PO co, @k your e4d al,_ ramunity(igs), Pa 32 comprebensiveMew of - a di" . 

ledpi c Icei of _ athon_to*,4AsYQr of Cite internifloiff6onimt bul I
ae1 heifer fromvain mayor ( andlar - committee toenterinioa documents available
from SCI) 

Wongwith Chamber of Commerce materials such asbrochures, mapsdvideodo n  
t-fb rget toer chosee, i 60, Y_ of your Cz M ML,- i Leo; e6s'It"Su- il i' infbrmatioiiinn; an,wm-.,

Plokk -

tc. SCII y, rient 'zoirom StepNule yo# rppmvpal?p

itrvg- revons%-P*ypmr4oly; andlextend aiiinVitatioif,- for- an- official delegation to visit; 
with suggestions t jec% sucb=as student _ Xoiap _ p gel O4,:yau_.relatiqp* p,

GqtJo_ clue another I.-After- sotne time your N—PtpO
P W!§ r­ 4 Vo U-

1. 

U, yo4: 
Odkte, 7grease send its co orou1 Step Ten — 

When there

is

a mutual agreement to become formally linked, both mayori should be presft--fbr- the-slgmng- dftm6hY 
sdhipjd-&' m-- =*--en-t,si'vWlabl e -fidin'SCN), VY&eipv6f these his- toiic" 4ocuments.- SCIvas
encltwo officiat-SCI ­charters= -one for yowan(tonefor- yoursister city: At fIflS,pq'm!,,
yw,,wM,13e. glig"LIJIA 16 use t7he nam!'Sister Cities,'- and will, officiaU Become part Y; SiSW Cities. Step Eleven_ Continue
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Tune and experience -.have proven that the strength and stability ofsister city relationships depend
heavily ontheuniqueness of$ one- to- onoxelationship. Therefcr%, efforts by aI. T.S. jurisdiction to establish
official links with imemehonal iuns&c:honswinch -already-have an -active and recognized
l S sister city, countyor state, WM act ire-reco 4 .e"d' tFY:S -rior wilt tliey ins eligi"bie
forany services"or grant prvgrMs frotn SCI, Ifa U S °caiutuunity can sciplio- more than one affiliation, 
it should broaden ittUdzonsaxcl' ffer to Lnk ith urisdictioi s fit ©Iher nations. Thispolicy also

applies to int_ernaiionat jurisdictions attemptingtocreate multiple suer city; county or state
affiliaiiOns in theIi:SC3tO er uytdnabo taL:ifnlcs {e.g. universities; chambers of commerce, service clubs) 
are.not preei- xded by the SCIrs ffiiiations pocy. Please note, this

policy went into effect ou.July1, 1990. Cities that appear in this directory with more than one
U.S. city link:_wera- established prior to thisdata. Sister Cities Intemat

mat Facts -- At a Glance The Honorary Chairman

ofSister Cities lutenaational isthe President of the United States --a distinction
afforded toonly few associations. SCI is led. 

by'a Board o£Directors and national sf ic fcers The Executive Director heads the iiarional
iieadtluarters inaslr ig#cm; C. Sistea ddes Siaie Coordinators assist SCI staff
and jocal pragr isat the state, 2eYe1. At the lout level, the mayor serves as I36nvraryChair
to. an active sister cityo-mmittee made upofa -wide variety of citizen volunteers, city officials, 
and corporate membe s. oSCIis anon

profit organisation witha unigtfe nationwidetworldwidenetwo* involving the governmental, business, 
and private voluntaty sectors. SCI collaborates -with theU.S. Conference ofMayors and
many tJ.S Grvernment agencres anti fciiegrc embassies. Oppai-tunities for°sustmnaiile
economic and comritW. development through Sister Cities are aiively ng €
rortioted at -the focal`d natcoial Levelo Spearheaded by &e

mayors ofeach city,. -1,200U S ; communities are:now_paired with2,100paFtners' in127
nations around,the globe in 19SS; St.F̀aul, l imesota: atd Nagasaki, 3apan became sister
cities —now there are 357 U. 3 .Sapan sister city partuersbips; In 1996; fi
ere were - only siksister city links between the toSand the Soviet Unio td&y there
are 165U S:=1VIS {f__ Soviet t3nson partnersltsps 1i 3 5 SCI led nayoral delegations. to Stauth

A:xcaand Incivaessaa.d xrgan,zedabii, ateiat lJ5.— Ghiria SisterCities Conference tit
prairzote new sister city relationships and apportiities for commtuutyaad economic development
sSCI asos#s-sister

citypatMerships fromthe beginning --including providing contacts andgWdancei _ crating -innovative. gnt ra.
oppai nities%rmenzbeat cutesy- and. wergmmg- dormaat grograins by providtug'lir &'
slitalitY nciworltmg opgort tM at state; reglcsnal, and international levels. SCI has
administered awide variety' of grant programs over the years, coveringa variety of
themes, ffom.tecImcd assistance and small- business develapMnt; to mi nicipal t̀rathing
aad youth: ees programs £Qcused nn cointtiustity servrce. Through various publications
and on -title services, SCi continues a laity year i



tradition of leadership in,,thee internataoiial' exch$nge, coopera#ion, and community and
economic development Bel ds. 

Sister city pms m rograakean mmpid on coib munities maildwide.:Over-100jow people mvel,
abroad tutder the_S ter pities tsani lla ,=s sep fng:.close to'`S6t7 noallitniarineaily inn Travel
andrelatedexgenses Fort Worth=:{I'exas: Sister Cities forexaizsple, esixisstesthat Y

t

en programs bring -in S2 million in#a' deandlourisnito=their-city eachy"earP rtlanct f7rwoAli
a iri. Cannnrn iar ar ifavp. rpNn- river  to nraani atitrnclink=`:inclttiiir 2 s̀ister -='` schoois,

4:YMCA's, andavictlubs as; aresultof their sister pity=relatiarishp ='Tire= must crnximznutysupport
tltese.sh'o g sister- citytieshave° createdhas- iieda an=i pottaitt-  - fa

tor in ntunerous Japaaese companies deciding to.iocafe in Pasfiatd; ringing= needed investment
and jobs to the area. S'imi'larly, Cincinnati, Ohio and Karkhiv, Ukraine have a very
strong partnershp- r,=ently,- they are,Tycarryingout oveFl z5 d fferent projects,.. . e
reivth n .from economic t3evalonaaent to an exchan -0 ref, classical musicians: In

1995, SCI led mayoral delegations to South Afdca and Indonesia and organizeda LT,

S -hir a Sister Cities Conference. iri 19t5, SCileci a;suc essfpl Niayorall Business Missions
toIndia and Vietnam. In 1997, ama3roral, rlelegaiit7n=vsited thO RepublicoIreland
and Northern Ireland, and 1998 saw a mission to Brazil, SCI is also a promment player
in the immals oftbe, Summit to.f,

the
AmericThe SU-AfcanCfreceis`iporartaauevmniw#o

Sister Ciesomnthok-

SCIs'

grnt projects include U. S.-Crermany and
t3.S: *m iniernsliips for community leaders on volunteerism; the li.S.: Russiai' artners
s,forIndependeut% Tewspa imp programs ,.. protects thatlciik"schools slit©iigli
the Internet, and. the i3.5. 3apan Trilateral Exchange Program, No oruanizatiaii can iriatclt the
dive;

arty. of excanges, and proaects of SCI' s network; and OaXatxs, Me?tico) to ih — 

car exchanges ( ?d Forks, North Dakota andis Russia) and building schools (Charlotte, North
Carolina and Arequipa, )Peru); and exchanges of baseball teams and young
classical musicians through Tacoma Washington) Sister Cities. Tulsa, Oklahoma organizes
an Imernational Leadership Academy for youth each year. Major
trends in the world today, 

such as demitralization, the "globalization" of the economy, and the spread of telecommunication'
s technologies have given individual communities a more prominent role in
international affairs andput SCI at the forefront in helping to create new opportunities and
abetter quality of life forpeople incommunities worldwide. SCI, tie world, s premier
community

network, cart offer yourcity, businessor citizen'sgroup contacts, cross-cultural expertise, exciting
forums for discussing global issues and legitimacy —community - wide, private sect*' and
governmental. The best place to catch the spirit of Sister Cities is
at SCI's annual conference. Iavaluable networking opportunities abound at SCI's annual
conference, organized in partnership with the host city, which goes out of its
way to show delegates a good time, including opening up flee best cultural attractions. 0



SCI Requirements and Procedui es

SCI is the national headquarters, recognized by the US Government, for sister city, county, and
state programs in the United Mates, including. for."friendship city"- agreements. Most US cities
with sister City programs are formal cluespaying members of SCI; however, SCI, because of the
important public:role we playneeds good data about all IiS programs,,whether just starting out
or firmly establishcd. Our offce: is regularly contactedby tog level US and' ' oreigxi government . 
officials, prominent mayors and leaders ofmajor corporations and NCQs ( n"— overnsaiemal

orgaEuzat ons), who .want _up-to=stag information about the activities of sister city, county and
state programs. SGl also coordinates with=various counterpartorganizations abroad to, keep records
on sister city programs Worldwide. SCI

needs to be immediately informed, by sendinga copy of official correspondence ( letters of invitations, 
memorandums of understandingon city hall letterhead, etc.), at each stage ofa relationship: 
4

When a US city is formally seekinga partner city in another country or when a foieign city
is formally seel ng -a t IS partner. When

two cities are ina "pending" relationship, where they are in the processof exploring
apossible sister city relationship. When

two cities have had an official signing ceremony of theft top elected leaders, becoming
sister cities. If

a -relationship has become completely inactive, and one city in the relationshipor both do
not have the means orinterest to work to reactivate tide program, it is,possibe for two cities
to' -get a ".divorce " SCI is prepared to assist the two cities in reactivating their program; 
however; if there is no gossibdity Ofthi$, ,e prefer that ther`&Iatfoitship be dropped
so that we do not continue to list the a ation' in our natioriai/ woildR cle directory
year after yearn thus case, Set requires an official letter {an city Ball letterhead] 
from one of the two cities. a



Sister, CitEeS; lntemational ( SGi) IS the national membership organization for,SlSt@r City, 
county, and state programs i # he;United *States Sivl , s flee offtcial: agency =which; fEnks
Commuri tips from the . United States with . communities worldwide. C,urrently,- SCI
represents approximately ' i, ZM - OS_- counties, . and states and ` their _2,' 00

partners in 127 countries worldwide. As the premier citizendiplbmat cy. netWork in the
United States, S. 1 leads the national_ _movement .,for community , development and
volunteer action innthe _global arena. 

The goals of Sister Cities International are: 

to -_develop, community .partnerships between U. S. cities counties, s#afes and similar
Jury dictions. in;,othernations, 
to. create .opportunities for city officials and :citizens to experience and explore other. 
cultures through long- term community partnerships; 
to create an atmosphere in which economic and. community development will be
implemented and strengthened; 
to-:stimulate. envirorimentsthrough which corrimunities-w creafively learn, work and. . 
solve .-; problems. Together trirough _,reciprocal ,. cultural,.: __educational;•; m inicipal,. 

business, professional, and technical exchanges and projects; and : , 
to: collaborate .with =organizations in The; United. States and other countries; which
sham, similar-goals.a, _,..: .. 

The National Headquarters

Sister. Citiesnlnterriatio_.nai is-- unique=in :that it-officiaity:links communities from. the. United
States . with . international; communities through sister  city: agreements-. signpd -.lay the
respective mayor of; each -city and:-ratitsed by, each-, -city _council - or, its equivalent. .'!' a be
official;. a sister, ,city .relationship must: have- th._e endorsement of the local authodties; -. 
who -,supporLthe effortsxof community: volunteers. This dynamic process; -empowers all= 
sectors, bf a,- Ecommu_nity-- local government, business_, ,media, private,, voluntary . 
organizations, and educatiional ; institutions -- to participate in the,,giobal arena SOFAS
they,==U. S: Governmeni- designated clearinghouse, , for. recognizmg ; catalogng_.: and , 

coordinating,: `sister : city,' county, and. state - linkages, mc]uding„ friendship,._ cities

partnerships -.- 

Sister . Cities International is ;;committed - to,: _€naking international . affairs personal and
rewarding -to millions of _.U. S. cifizens. S_ C,l.- promotes sister pity-vprograrns. to a broader
national and international audience, disseminating publications and providing seed - 
grants to assist rU. S: communities _as. they strnre. to develop; innovative exchange-- and
development programs -with their partners_ abroad. 

The SCl logp and the name " Sister Cities_: International" are now,registered_with the U-,S. 
Patent and Trademark office . This Te6i6trs& n will protect our member cities from
unauthorized activities, that may, damage the. reputation of city -to citylinks. Oply dues
paying mein, s are authorized to, use the Sister Cities iritemational name: 



International Conferences & Delegations

Each year, more than 1, 500 delegates from 40 countries attend the Sol Annual
Conference. Sister Cities International invites delegates worldwide to participate in its
upcoming conferences hosted by Little Rock, Arkansas ( 1999); and Denver, Colorado
2000.} Sister Cities International also sponsors various state, regional, and

international meetings throughout the year. Sister Cities International has organized
conferences in Russia, China, and Japan, and has supported Summit of the Americas
follow- up fora in Uruguay and Dominican Republic. 

In addition, SCI sponsors its Annual Awards Program, which recognizes the
outstanding achievements of its members during a special ceremony at the SCI Annual
Conference. 

Sister Cities International has a more than 40-year history of leadership in promoting
and supporting new sister cities partnerships in all parts of the world, reaching ' areas
underserved by other community development organizations. - Recent SCI Mayoral
delegations have visited India, Indonesia, Northern Ireland, Vietnam, South Africa and
Brazil. 

A Unique Model of Community Partnership
Sister Cities international is one within the global network of internationally recognized
outreach programs. In every region of the -world sister cities { also known-- as . "#win

cities," " friendship cities," " partner "cities"} play a significant role in supporting Long- term
community development through reciprocal exchange programs. As both urbanization
and decentralization are growing worldwide, city -to -city assistance programs are
increasing in importance to overall global development. 

Sister city, county and state affiliations between the United States and other nations
began shortly- after World War II, and developed into a - national initiative when

President Dwight D. Eisenhowerxproposed- the People- to, People Program at a White
House Conference in 1956. Originally housed -as part -of the -National League of Cities, 
SCI became .a separate, rionprofit corporation in- 1987 due to the tremendous growth
and popularity of the U. S. program. President Elsenhower's ' intention was to involve

people -and organized groups' at all levels of our society in personal -citizen -diplomacy, 
vrith the trope that people -to -people relationships;- fostered =through sister city, county
and state- affiliations, would lessen °the chance of future world conflicts. To,this day, 
Japan and Germany represent the largest number of sister -city affiliations by country. 

Sister Cities International staff in Washington, D. C. coordinates and serves an
expansive network of dedicated city officials and volunteers. This structure includes: 

Community Volunteers, who are members of the local sister city programs and
represent the vast volunteer network which numbers in the hundreds - of thousands; 
and

Mayors and State and Local Government dfricials, who represent over 1, 200 cities, 
counties, and states throughout the United States; and
Board of Directors and State Coordinators, viha serve in a voluntary capacity and
provide program developm ent assistance as Feld . staff to local level sister city
committees within their states. 

tZ



Programs

Experienced with creating and adrninister'ing programs for its national membership, SCI
assists local sister cities programs in serving as models of citizen activism, mobilizing
city professionals, business people, and volunteers to address community needs, and
working with the p rivate and public sectors to secure resources to meet those needs. 

In recent years, SCI hasp*,administered ' programs ranging from exchanging youth and
educators from:' sister-,schools to- professional in€erhships focusing on --volunteerism, 
aging population, media management, environmental, and public safety issues. 

The -program areas SCItupporis-are: 
a Arts, Education, & Cultural=Excharige

Economic; Buslness & CoMmunitybiBvelopment

Health, Environment & Technolpgy, x' 

Media Managementlindependent Press
Municipal Training & Community Problem -Solving

s Strengthening _CniiI Societ
Youth Leadership' Development

Sister Cities International supports projects that are culturally appropriate, economically
viable, environmentally sound, and socially just. SCI strives to ensure that each project
undertaken by its members will reflect the diversity of its network. Specifically, SCI
promotes the inclusion of ethnic and racial minorities, people with disabilities, youth, 
women, and people of diverse socio-economic status in all sister cities activities. 

Publications[ Web Media
Sister Cities International publishes periodic publications highlighting individual

programs and issues of interest to the global community; annual issues of the SCI
Directory, which lists all sister cities, counties, states and/ or their equivalent; and

detailed guides on program development, practical training, teacher and- youth
exchange, fundraising and proposal writing. SCI also offer three free electronic. list
services to keep members updated on SCI activities: Youth, General ( sister cities

discussion) and Announce ( advisories of upcoming events, grant opportunities, etc.) 
And the SCI Web site is a tremendous resource, with vital links to the international

community, as well as sister cities news, such as a list of cities seeking partners and
upcoming events. Visit us at <www.sister cities.org>. 

Sister Cities Supporters

Sister Cities lnternational and its network is grateful for the continuing support of its
member cities, counties, states; the United States Information Agency ( USIA), Office of

Citizen Exchanges, and the United States Agency for International Development
USAID) and their missions and posts worldwide. Sister Cities International also

appreciates the support of its partners and intemational counterparts, and SCI' s

corporate, individual, and organizational members and sponsors. 

Sister Cities International seeks corporate, individual, and organizational members and
sponsors to support programs serving the growing, dynamic sister cities network. 
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Partners

ASCO- 100

Alliance for International Educational
and Cultural Exchange

Center for War, Peace, and the News

Media (New York University) 
Departures International

I* EARN

Institute for International Sport. 

Institute for War and Peace Reporting
Mobility International USA
National Institute of Urban Affairs
National League of Cities

National Organization on Disability

The GLOBE Program
The Japan- Foundation Center for Global
Partnership
The Laurasian Institution
The \ Nortd Bank Wodd Links for

Development

United Nations Development
Programme
United :States Baltic Foundation
United States Health & Human Services

Administration on Aging
United States Reace Corps

lY



International Counterparts
Association of Nicaraguan Municipalities
Association of Polish Cities
Association of Rhodopi Municipalities
Bulgaria) 

Association of Ukrainian Cities
Australia Sister Cities Association
Council of Local Authorities for

International Relations ( Japan) 
European Commission Secretariat - 

General
INIFOM ( Nicaragua) 
Inter -Indonesian Municipalities
Organization - 

Koreari Local Authorities Foundation
For International Relations

Collaborating Organizations
Academy for Educational Development
ACTRIACCELS

American International Health Alliance

Association* for International Practical

Training
Bonn International Center for
Conversion

Delphi International

Equal Exchange

Eurasia Foundation

Foundation for the Future of Youth
Fulbright Association . 

Global Relief International

Institute of International Education
International Research and Exchanges
Board

International Union of Local Authorities
Intemews

ISAR_ 

Corporate Members and Sponsors

All Nippon Airways Co. Ltd. 

Anheuser Busch Company, Inc. 
Bank IV, Garden City ( Kansas) 
Bay Bank (Massachusetts) 
Ben & Jerry`s
Carlson Wagonlit Travel
CEDAR Corporation ( Wisconsin) 

New Zealand Sister Cities

Philippines International Sisterhood, and
Twinning Association, Inc:: , 
Sister Cities International of Mexico
Sister_Cities International: tBrazil - 
Sister Cities International: Dominican
Republic

The Chinese Peoples Association for, 
Friendship With Foreign. Countries
The Local Government :_ international
Bureau: United_Kingrom ' 
The Vietnam- u.SA Societjr_ 
Twin Cities International, Association. 
Russia) 

Union of Local Authorities: Israel

Japan Center for International

Exchange

Meridian International Center
National Association of Secondary
School Principals
National Council for International

Visitors

National Geographic Society, KldsNet
National Institute of Urban Affairs of
India

Partners of the Americas

People to People International

Program Against Micronutrient

Malnutrition

State of the World Forum

The Asia Foundation

United Nations Environment

Programme

United States Conference of Mayors

World Learning, Inc. 

City of Menomonie, Wisconsin
Delta Airlines' 

Diagnostic Specialties ( Mew Jersey) 
Eastman Kodak Co. 
Federal Express

Franciscan Skemp Healthcare

Wisconsin) 
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Gundersen Lutheran Hospital

Wisconsin) 

Johnson & Johnson

Levi Strauss & Co. 

Lufthansa German Airlines

Northern States Power Company
Wisccrisin) 

R. S. Aviation ( Florida) 

The' Coca- Cola Company
The Reader' s Digest Assn, Inc. 
Toyota 113Wfcr Sales -USA, Inc. 
U. S.-China Travel Semite; -Inc. 

University of Wisconsin - Stout
Wasfe Management, Inc. 
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Alameda Arita- Machi, -Japan

Udingo, Sweden

Alameda County Taoyuan County, Taiwan, China

Alhambra Hsin .Chuang City; China

Sanya, China

Anaheim Mito, Japan , 

Vitoria-Gaste14, Spain

Antioch Chichibu, Japan

Lazaro Cardenas,: Mexico

Arcadia Newcastle, Australia

Tripolis, Greece' - 

Azusa Zacatecas, Mexico

Bakersfield Partizan DIstrict, Minsk, Belarus

Wakayama, Japan

Baldwin Park Valle DeBravo,- Mexico

Bellflower Los 1+MocKs, Mexico

Belmont

Berkeley Crap, Mali - 
DmItrov, Russia

Tuigaipa, Nicaragua

Sakai, Japan

SanAntonio_Los.Ranchos, E%Salvador

Beverly Hills, Acapulco, Mexico

Cannes, France
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Big dear Lake Abtenau. Austria

Brea Hanno, Japan

Lagos De Moreno, Mexico

Brisbane Brisbane; Australia

Burbank Gaborone, Botswana

Inchon, Korea

Ota, Japan

Solna, Sweden

Burlingame' Cuernavaca, Mexico

Cal'ipatria Jericho, Palestine Authority

Campbell Keelung City, China

Canoga Park Tmo, Mexico

Carlsbad Futtsu, Japan

Karlovy Vary, Czech Republic

Carmel by the Sea Petra, Spain

Canon Soba, japan

Wanju- Gun, Korea. 

Cerritos. Loreto, Mexico

Tapetinga, Brazil

Chino Sail Shan Del Rio, Mexico

Chula. Vista irapuato, Mexico

tldawara, Japan

Claremont Guanajuato, Mexico
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Colton Canane% Mexico

Compton Kaduna; Mfgeria'° 

Puebla, ivMwdco

Suwon; -Lorca

Zhongy iaaDistdct, China

Concord Kitakami, Japan

Covina Xalapk Mexico

Crescent City Waitara, New Zealand

Cudahy Arizpe Mexico - 

Culver City In City; Korea

Kaizuka, Japan

Lethbridge ` Canada

Cupertino Ivrea, Italy

Nreslavl- Zalessky, Russia

Toyolrawa, Japan

Davis Qufu, China - Uman, Ukralne

Delano Arita, Japan

Asti, Italy

Jacona, Mexico

Kal'ibo- Philippines

Del Mar Winsbomuglr Green, England

Desert Hot Springs Courtenay, Canada

Yeroharn. Israel

2Diamond Bar

Dinuba Maisch, Germany
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Downey tivadabajara, Mexico

Valle De San Quintin, Mexico- 

El Cajon Goulburn, Australia

Munioipio De Comondu, Mexico

Sulzfeld, Germany

El Wnte 1KareqEn-Saroeul, France

Zamora De Mdago, Mexico

El Segundo Guaymas, Mexico

Encinitas Honda, Japan

Encino Puerto Vallarta, Mexico

Escondido Maebaru, Japan

Eureka Kamisu, Japan

Fairfield Ntrasaki, Japan

Fontana Kamloops, Canada

Foster Fushun, China

Fremont Fukaya, japan

Harta, Azores, Portugal

Jaipur, India

Lipa City, Philippines

Playford, Australia

Puerto Penasco, Maxim

Fresno Afuia, Israel

Kochi, Japan

Lahore, Pakistan



Morogoro, Tanzania

Moutmeui, NLyarimar

Munster,' ermaay
Telpanera=Nicaragua

Torreon, Mexico

Zhambyl, Kazakhstan

Fullerton Fuku_'s,- Japan., 

1VIOEeZla; McXico -_ . 

Garden Grove Anyang, Korea

Gardena Huatabampo, Mexico

ichiMw- a Japan_ 
Rosario, Mexico

Gilroy Munticelli Vongina, Italy

Saint !qIar, France

Taklco-Machi, Japan

Glendale l-1.5gashasaka, Japan

Tlaquepaque, Mexico

Glendora Merida, Mexico

Gonzales Dzidzantuu. Mexico

Grass Valley Bodmin, England

Gridley Tepuke, NewZealand

Grover Beaeb Tarnsui Township, China

Half Moon Bay Xadwa, Japan

Hanford Setana, Japan
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Hayward Faro, Portugal

Funabasiu, Japan

Sari Felipe, Mexico

nRealdsburg

Hemet Cootamundra, Australia

Ebeltoft, Denmark

Kushi.mote, Japan

Heresies Tsushima, Japan

Hermosa Beach Loreto, Mexico

Hollister Takino, Japan

Ifoltvtle Chiangclwng Hsiang, China

Huntington Beach Anjo, Japan

Waitakere City, New Zealand

Indio Crafsa, Tunisia

Inglewood So, Sierra Leone

Pedavena, Italy

Port Antonio, Jamaica

Irvine Hermosillo, Mexico

Tsukuba, Japan

Yongin, Karen

Irwindale Salvatiecra, Mexico

Ferman Kannami, Tapan

Mngsburg Sunni Sweden
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La Habra San Miguel de Allende, Mexico

fietuantepec; tviexiao , 

La AErada Isehara- Shi, Japan' 

La Verne Acambaro, Mez cc

Latayette Langeac, France

Lawndale Cagayan De Oro, Philippines

Mvdsay Ono, Japan

Livermore Quezaltenango; Guatemala

Yotsukaido, Japan- 

Livingston WakamiL- Machi, Japan

odi Kolb, Japan - Lodi, Italy

Loma Linda Manipal ,-Iodia- - 

Laiapflc Inca, Spain... 

Namwon, Korea . 

Lomita Talsaishi, Japan

UngBeacb Bacolod; Philippines

Calcutta, India

iUleru; Keaya , 

Phnom Peak Cambodia

Pohang, Korea

Qindao, China

San lose -Dal Cabo, Mexico :. . 

S.ochi,. Russia

Valparaiso, Chile
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Yokkaichi, Japan

Los Alamitos Dawson Creek, Canada

Los Altos Greater Bendigo, Australia

Shun LinDistrict, China

Syktyvkar Region, Russia

Los. Angeles Athens, Greece

Auckland, New Zealand

Berlin, Germany

Bordeaux, France

Eilat, Israel

Giza, Egypt

Guangzhou, China

Jakada, Indonesia

Kaunas, Lithuania

Lusaka, Zambia

Makat4 Philippines

Mexico City, l wewo

Mumbai, India

Nagoya, Japan

Pusan, Korea

St. Petersburg, Russia

Salvador, Brazil

Splits Croatia

Taipei Uunicipality, Taiwan, China

Tehran, Iran

Vancouver, Canada

Los Banos Cosala, Mexico

Los Gatos Chung Ho City, China

Lynwood Talpa, Mexico

Maa%at€an.Beach Santa Rosalie, Mexico



Mann County Devon County, England

Marks. Tongduchon, Korea

Martinez Dunbar;'$ codand

Hanchuan, China

Milazzo, Italy

Marysville Pei- KangTown- A ip China

Mendocino Nyasa, Japan

Merced Asbury, Australia

Sorrtoto, Nicaragua

Millbrae La Serena, Chile

Mvsta, Malta' 

Milpitas Kukizaki, Japan

Modesto Aguascalientes, Mexico

Khmelnitskii Ukraine

Kururie Japan

Vernon, ' Canada

Vijayawada,' iirdia' 

Montclair

Montebello Ashiya, Japan

El Rosario, Mexico

Monterey Nanaa= Slu, Japan

Monterey Park Laoag, Philippines

Nachikatsuura, Japan

tjaaRzhOu " China

Yungho City, China
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Mountain Yew Hasselt, Belgium

Iwata, Japan

Marietta

Napa ' iwanuma, Japan

Napa Valley Casablanca Valley, Chile

Telavi Region, Georgia

National City Tecate, Mexico

Nevada City Penzance, England

Tixtla De Guerrero, Mexico

Newark Newark, England

Newport Beach Antibes, France, 

Cabo Sari Lucas, Mexico

Okazaki, Japan

hung Ti`ovy ;City, Vietnam

Yusa City, Korea

Norwalk Hermosillo, Mexico

Oakland Dalian, China

Fukuoka, Japan . 

Naklwdka, Russia

Qcho Rios, Jamaica

Sekondi Takoradi, Ghana

Qceaaside Ensenada, it wilco

Fuji, Japan



Kisa iz a, japan

Pago Pago, Samoa

Ojai Alamos, Mexico

Ontario Brockville, Canada

East Coast Bays, New Zealand

Guamuchii, Mexico

Morocito, Mexico

Wintertiwr Switzerland

Orange Novo Kosino, Moscow, Russia

Orange; "Ausirala

Orange, France

Queretaro, Mexico

Timaru, New Zealand

Orinda Tabor,- tzech' Republic

Oxnard Ocotlan, Mexico

Pacifica Balaguer, Spain

Palmdale Poncitlan, Mexico

Palm Desert Gisbortie;`NewZealand

stiyaos; -Canada

Palo Alto Alhi, France " 

Enschede, Netherlands

Linkoping, Sweden

Oaxaca, Mexico

Palo, Philippines

Paramount Tepic, Mexico

Pasadena Jarvenpaa, Finland

Ludwigshafen Ant Rhein, Germany
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hiishima, Japan

Vanatzor, Armenia

Mabing District, Belying Municpality, China

Pico Rivera San Luis Potosi, Kexico

Placentia Tlaquepaque, Mexico

Placeiviile Warabi, Japan

Pleasant ffiil Chilpandiago, Mexico

Pleasanton Blairgowde, Scotland

Tulancingo, Mexico

Pomona Monterrey, Mexico

Portervilie La Bama, Mexico

N it kabi, Japan

Redlands Mno, japan

Inverness, Scotland

San,IVriguel de Allende, Mexico. 

Redondo Beach Ensenada, Mexico

La Pad Mexico

Redwood City Counza,: Mexieo

Zhuhai, China

Rialto Pinaflor, Chine

Richmond Shimada, Japan

Ziioushan, China

Ridgecrest Tepatitlan, Mexico



Ripon Sakurajime, Japan

Riverside Cuautla; Mexico

Ensenada, McAco

Jtaiigriier Ci iira

Kangnam;- Gu, Korea

Sendai; Japan

Rolrrtert Park Hasbimotn, japan

Tagaytay, Philippines

Rosemead Zapopan, Mexico

Roseville Chignahoapa` n, Mexico

Runuing Springs Cranzahl, Germany

Sacramento Chisinaa,:Maiodva

HamiltokNewZealand Brian, -

China I:.

iestal,- Switzerland Manila, 

Philippines Matsuyama; 

Japan Yongsen-

Gu,-Korea Salinas

Cebu, Philippines Kushikino; 

Japan=. San

Bernardino Hezliyya, Israel IIe-

Ife; Ngeria ° Ilrtexi

aii IYlexico - Roxas, 

Philippines Twhikawa

Japan Tauranga, 

New. Zaaland VillahermoM.

Mexico Yushu, 

China-- Zavolzhie, 

Russia If



San Bruno Narita, Japan

San Carlos Croydon, Australia

San Clemente San Clemente Del Tuyu, Argentina

San Diego Alcala De Hwares, Spain

Carrip'utas, Brazil

Cavite City, Philippines

ChDr ju, Korea. 

Edmburgh, Scotland

Leon, -Mexico

Perth, Australia

Taichung City, China

Tema, Ghana

Tijuana, Mexico

vladivostok, Russia

Warsaw Province Poland

Yantai, China

Yokohattta, Japan

San Francisco Abidjan, Ivory.Coast

Assisi, Italy

Caracas, Venezuela

Coe,(, Ireland

Esteli, Niicaraigua

Haifa, Israel

HO Chi ifinh City, Vietnam

Manila; Philippines, 

Osaka, iapan

Seoul, Korea

Shanghai, China. 

Sydney, Australia

Taipei, MunWpality, China

Thessaloniki, Greece

San Gabriel Celaya, Mexico
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Changhua City, Gina

San Jacinto Zhukovsky, Russia

San Jose Dublin; Ireland

Ekaterinburg, Russia

Okayama, Japan

Pune, India

San T se, "Costa Rica

Taman City, Taivitan, China

Veracruz,` iiexico

San Marino Sail Marino, Sik?Aarino

San Mateo San Pablo, Philippines

ToyonEka Japan

Yarde, Dedfhaik

San Pablo Manzatullo, Mexico

San Pedro Kordza; Croatia

San Ramon

San Rafael CIdangmai, Thailand

Falkirk Scotland=_ 

ionate Pozzolo, Italy

San Rafael, Nicarsgua

Santa Ana Santa Ana, El Salvador

TEcate, Mexico

Santry Barbara Cuzco, Peru

Palma De M41orca, Balearic islands, Spain

Puerto Warta, Mexico

Tana; Japan

Weihai China

Yalta, Ukraine



Santa Clara Coimbra, Portugal

Uumo, Japan

Santa Clara County Florence Province, Italy

Santa Clarita

Santa Cruz Alushta, L%dne

Rnotepe, Nicaragua

Puerto La Cru4 Venezuela

Santa Cruz ofTenerife, Canary Islands, Spain

Sestri Levante, Italy

Shingu, Y'apan . 

Santa Fe Springs Navojoa, Mexico, 

T"irschenreuth, Germany

Santa Maria Santa Maria; Spain

Santa Monka Hamm, Germany

Pujinomiya, Japan

Ville D'avray, France

Mazatlan; Mexico

Santa Paula Ciudad Qbregon Mexico

Santa Rosa Cherkasy, Ukraine

Pulmwju Count); Korea

Saratoga Muko, Japan. 

St. Selena

Sausalito Sakaide, Japan

Viha Del Mar, Chile
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Stotts Valley Nichinan-Ciro, }Tapan

Seal Beaeb Todas Santos, Iviexico

Seaside 1rigia, Philippines

Sebastopol chihiii ."ticiaiae

Yamaucbi, Japan

Selma Manly, Australia

Signal Htit Maneadero, Me cico

Tula ,°Mexico

Solana Beath Playa Rosarito, Mexico

Sonoma Chambolle NWiigny, France

Crreve ia1y
Kaniv, Ukraine

Paizcuaro; ` Mexico

South El Monte Gomelvalacio, Mexico

SoutbLakeTahoe BagWsk, Russia

South Sate 1~ raneisto Atatoniico; ` Met dco

Kishiwada, Japan

Lucca; Italy := 

Pasig City, Phillippines

Stanton Chapala, I &xico

StocUon Empalme, Mexico, 

Foshan, China

Iloilo, Philippines

Parma, Italy

Shimi u, japan
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Studio City Ajijic, Mexico

Temecula Nakayama - Cho, Japan

Voorburg Netherlands

Temple City Hawkesbury Shire, Australia

Magdelena, Mexico

Thousand Oaks Spitak, Armenia

Torrance ICashiwa., Japan

Tracy Memuro, Japan

Tulare Angra Do Heroismo, 

Azores; Porfi4gal

Invereil, Australia

Tustin Matamata, New Zealand

Twentynine Palms Bad Scltandau, Germany

Union City

Upland Caborca, Mexico

Mildura Australia

vailej0 Akashi, Japan

Bagamoyo,, Tanzania. 

Baguio, Philippines

La Spezia, Italy

Trondheim, Norway

Verno-a

YisaTia Miki, Japati

Pettigaano, Italy



Vainut Creak N60ew,' Italy

Sioiok Hungary, 

WRterfdrd

Watsonvme Kamakaun- Mura, Japan

Wte tHollywvod

Whittier Changsha, China, 

WcodlaudHills Cidchicastenango,. Guatemala

Mulege,- Nlexico

Yorba Unda Huaiyin, China

Yuba City Fujishiro, Japan

3. 



MY OF SAN D1EGO, CALIFORMA

CO-UNCIL POLICY

SUBJECT: SISTER CITY PROGRAIM TRAVEL BY COUNCIL MEMBERS
POLICY NO.: 04Q- 14

EFFECTIVE DATE: September 26, 1972

BACKGROUND: 

The Sister City program originated in 1958 as a result of a request offresident Eisenhower far cities to participate
aspart of his program on international relations for the purpose, o faidingin the developmentof
mutual understanding between cities of free countries. One facet of the program was wasfurthering economic
and cultural cooperation and interchange between the participating entities. The City of San Diego
established its first Sister City relationship with'Yokoharna, Japan,,ort March 11, 1958, to achieve the
above - stated objective through the sponsorshipof cultural exchanges and goodwill visits. Since that date, 
at the recommendationand with concurrenceof theInternational_ _Affairs Board, The City of San Diego
has established additional sister City ties with the cities ofLeon in the Republicof Mexicoon July 29,
1969, amd Cavite City in the Philippine islands on September 11, 1969, to providea continuing program
ofinternational municipal interchange which will be mutually beneficial togood relations and understanding. 
PURPOSE: 

It

is the intention of the City Council to provide by this policy a set of uniform guidelines to govern travel by
Council members in furthering the objectives of the Sister City program ofThe City of San Diego and to
establish proceduresfor processing authorizationtotravel and reimbursementofexpenses incurred therein
POLICY: 

1. 

It is the policy ofThe City of San Diego that all travel in connection with the Sister City program shall
be- in furtheranceof the.stated objectivesof said programasset forth in the Council actions establishing
the Sister City relationships. 2. 

Authorization ofSister City travel and appropriationofsufficient funds to cover the authorized trips
shall be accomplishedaspart ofthe annual budgetary processand shall be included in the annual
travel program. Justification for travel should contain specific objectives to be achieved by the
requested trip. 3. 

The Council shall have the discretion, upon approvalof said Sister City travel, to determine an appropriate
number of days to be allocated to the requested trip and shall appropriate funds sufficient
to cover first class round- trip travel costs to the designated Sister City for.the Council member, 
plus a reasonable per diem allowance todefray expenses during the official visit. 4. 

The Council shall select from among its members those persons who. shall be authorized to CP-

000- 14 Page
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CITY OF SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA
r 

IJ T" iC POLICY +. 

perform Sister City travel. The procedure for selection shall be determined by the Council and
designation ofspecific representatives shall be made during budget sessions, giving consideration
to seniority, availability, and other criteria as established from time to time by the Council. 

5. In the event the Council member selected desires to take additional vacation and perform further
travel in conjunction with a Sister City trip, authorization for such absence shall be effected by
separate formal resolution of the Council. No funds shall be appropriated nor shall any expenses
be incurred or reimbursed by The City of San Diego for such additional travel by any Council
member, 

HISTORY: 

Adopted by Resolution R 20b597 09/ 2611972

CP- 000- 14

Page 2 of2
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NEW AND OLD BUSINESS ( continued) 

Review of 2001 City Council/ Redevelopment Agency meeting dates and possible
rescheduling of dates conflicting with holidays and/ or other events. 

MOTION: Following a brief discussion, Councilwoman Kappe moved the City Council
approve the following alternate City Council meeting dates for the 2001 calendar: 

Tuesday, January 9, 2001 in lieu of January 11; 
Wednesday, March 7, 2001 in lieu of March 8; 

Monday, July 23, 20001 in lieu of July 26; 
Monday, September 10, 2001 in lieu of September 13; and

Tuesday, November 20, 2001 in lieu of November 22. 

The motion was seconded by Councilman Barrows and carried unanimously. 

Consideration of a Policy for Sister Cities

Assistant to the City Manager Matsumoto provided the following for Council
consideration: background information regarding Cerritos' Sister City relationships; an

analysis of survey information with regard to Sister City programs in area communities, 
including selection criteria and travel policy; and the recommended application

procedure for Sister City recognition in Cerritos. At the request of the Council, the City

Manager addressed the City' s prior involvement with the Sister Cities International
Program. 

Interested parties were invited to address the City Council on this item. 

Jim Weisenberger, Cerritos resident, provided background information regarding the
development of Cerritos' Sister City relationship with Loreto, Baja California, Mexico, in
association with the Friends of Loreto Foundation. He addressed the Foundation' s

charter provisions, membership composition and scope of work. Mr. Weisenberger

suggested elements to be considered in developing a Sister City policy and expressed a
willingness to assist interested groups with the application procedure for Sister City
recognition. 

There were no other speakers and the public comments segment was closed. 

Discussion followed regarding the feasibility of implementing a Sister City program, 
including elements relating to travel costs; a limitation on the number of Sister City
relationships; and Sister City recognition through community organizations. 

Final Action - MOTION: Councilman Barrows moved to direct staff to draft and bring back to the City
Sister Cities

Council a Sister City program policy. The motion was seconded by Councilwoman
Policy

Kappe and carried unanimously. 

City of Cerritos August 21, 2000

City Council Minutes Page 9 of 10

Application procedure motion on the following page
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NEW AND OLD BUSINESS ( continued) 

MOTION: Mayor Hughlett moved to adopt the application procedure for Sister City
recognition with the City of Cerritos as presented and recommended in the staff report
dated August 21, 2000. The motion was seconded by Councilwoman Kappe and
carried by the following vote: 

AYES: Councilmembers: Hu, Kappe, Hughlett

NOES: Councilmembers: Barrows, Bowlen
ABSENT: Councilmembers: None

ABSTAIN: Councilmembers: None

Councilman Barrows and Mayor Pro Tern Bowlen expressed a preference to postpone
approval of the application procedures pending adoption of a Sister City program
policy. 

CITY COUNCIL COMMUNICATIONS/ COMMITTEE REPORTS

The Chair suggested a meeting of the City Council School District Liaison and ABC
Unified School District Board Committees. 

Councilman Barrows addressed increased incidences of graffiti and suggested staff
provide, as a future agenda item, an update on the Rose Street improvement project bid
process. Staff provided clarification with respect to the compilation of graffiti removal
statistics. 

CONSENSUS: Following discussion, it was the consensus of the Council to identify
graffiti removal as a future agenda item. 

Councilman Barrows referenced San Diego' s City Council Policy Manual and suggested
staff provide a similar compilation of City Council policies. It was suggested that a study
session be held to evaluate the potential scope of a Council policy compilation project. 

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business to come before the City Council, the meeting was
adjourned at 11: 00 p. m. 

City - Clerk
A,tfpst: 

115
Mayor r

10

Approved: September 14, 2000
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APPLICATION PROCEDURE FOR

SISTER CITY RECOGNITION WITH THE CITY OF CERRITOS

A Cerritos based community organization may apply to the City of Cerritos to establish a
Sister City relationship if the following conditions are met: 

1. A letter of request is submitted to the City Council which defines its
relationship to the proposed Sister City and outlines its goals and objectives in
this relationship. The goals and objectives should include the following: 

To develop community partnerships between U. S. cities, counties, states
and similar jurisdictions in other nations; 

To create opportunities for city officials and citizens to experience and
explore other cultures through long-term community partnerships; 

To create an atmosphere in which economic and community development
will be implemented and strengthened; 

To stimulate environments through which communities will creatively

educational, municipal, business, professional, and technical exchanges
and projects; and

To collaborate with organizations in the United States and other cities that
have similar goals. 

2. A reciprocal Letter of Intent from the proposed Sister City should
accompany the application outlining their organization and proposed goals
and objectives. 

3. The local sponsoring organization will file within 120 days as a non-profit
organization and obtain a tax exempt 501( c)( 3) status. The Charter of the

non-profit.organization should be specific to the Sister City Goals and
Objectives. The organization should be organized and based within the
City of Cerritos. 

4. A membership list of all officers and members of the Cerritos based
community organization shall be submitted to the City. The membership
must be open to all community members and consist of a majority ( 51 %) 
of Cerritos residents in compliance with established policy. 

In the event that a community group is not a formally established association or
organization, then the City Council may accept a Letter of Intent from the sponsoring
individual( s) which stipulates that it can fulfill the obligations set forth above within 120
days. 

The City Council will review and approve each application for Sister City recognition. 
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